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On Nov. 5 in San Salvador, President Jose Napoleon Duarte announced a unilateral cease-fire,
halting offensive military operations and suspending the use of long-range artillery and aerial
attacks, except in self-defense and with the approval of senior military officers. Duarte said an
amnesty law approved by the Legislative Assembly went into effect Wednesday. The law will
free about 500 leftist political prisoners and pardon anyone involved in the rightist military and
paramilitary death swuad killings in the early 1980s. The prisoners are expected to be released in
the next few days. In Panama City, Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR) leader Guillermo Ungo
said that the absence of a cease-fire agreement acceptable to both the rebels and the government
in El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala on Nov. 5 should not be interpreted as a failure of the
peace plan. Today's deadline, he added, is only part of a process toward reaching negotiated
solutions to regional conflicts. Next, Ungo emphasized that while the regional peace accord signed
on Aug. 7 in Guatemala City is and will continue to be a major contributor to the peace process, it
cannot be expected to serve as a vehicle toward resolving all issues behind the conflicts in Central
America. As an example of major factors beyond the reach of the accord, he said, "There is a foreign
power...which is everyday meddling in Central American affairs. President Reagan must change his
policies toward the region so that peace can be attained." Ungo described President Duarte's actions
and statements regarding compliance with the accord as largely "demagoguery." The president,
said Ungo, is establishing impossible conditions for a negotiated solution. "Then, he will blame the
FMLN-FDR for trashing the peace process." The FDR leader said the government's unilateral ceasefire was simply not relevant, since "no one knows" the conditions of the cease-fire and "there are no
means of verifying just exactly what the military forces are doing, or are not doing." Ungo pointed
out that on previous occasions the FMLN-FDR has publicly announced it was implementing a ceasefire during peace talks or for other reasons, and requested the same action by the government. On
these occasions, said Ungo, the government has "evaded the question, and then later launched
propaganda about its own alleged unilateral cease-fires." (Basic data from LOS ANGELES TIMES,
11/06/87; PRENSA LATINA, 11/05/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

